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Oral Statement

The Law Association for Asia and the Pacific (LAWASIA) expresses grave concern at the systemic and escalating
Violence Against Children (VAC) globally, specifically, the Asia-Pacific region. Reports of grave violations in armed
conflict,! including Myanmar? and other regions affected by airstrikes across the Middle East® 4, continue to
surface with alarming regularity.®

The data continues to mount with corporal punishment affecting 1.8 billion children globally; ¢ 1.2 million
children exploited through online deepfakes;” 27.7 million children in the Asia-Pacific region engaging in labour,
8 and child marriage in East Asia and Oceania accounting for 14% of the global total.® Environmental harm further
compounds these vulnerabilities.°

The International Classification of Violence Against Children (2023) defined violence as “deliberate, unwanted
and non-essential,” encompassing killing, physical, psychological and sexual abuse, neglect, and those
unclassified.'* The WHO has alerted to its long-term effects on a child’s health, brain and nervous system
development, and coping strategies.!?

! In the Report of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict
(A/HRC/61/37), it is noted that one third of the children affected are girls. https://docs.un.org/en/A/HRC/61/37
2 UNICEF statement on new reports of children killed and injured by airstrikes in Myanmar,
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-statement-new-reports-children-killed-and-injured-airstrikes-
myanmar

3 2026 brings no respite to children living in violence and conflict in the Middle East and North Africa,
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/2026-brings-no-respite-children-living-violence-and-conflict-middle-
east-and-north

4 Death toll from school bombing in southern Iran reportedly rises to 165,
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/mar/01/iran-school-bombing-death-toll-us-israel-strikes.

5 More than a third of Ukraine’s children remain displaced four years into war — UNICEF,
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/more-third-ukraines-children-remain-displaced-four-years-war-unicef

6 Corporal punishment of children and health, https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/corporal-
punishment-and-health

7 ‘Deepfake abuse is abuse’, https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/deepfake-abuse-is-abuse

8 ILO, Child labour in Asia and the Pacific (2025), https://www.ilo.org/sites/default/files/2026-
01/Child%?20Labour%?20Brief%?20-%20Asia-Pacific.pdf

° A Profile of Child Marriage in East Asia and the Pacific, https://data.unicef.org/resources/child-marriage-profile-
east-asia-pacific/#:~:text=in%20union%20before%?20their%2018th,observed%20in%?200ceania.

10 The silent killer: over 100 daily deaths of children under five linked to air pollution in East Asia and the Pacific,
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/silent-killer-over-100-daily-deaths-children-under-five-linked-air-
pollution-east

11 International Classification of Violence Against Children was released in 2023 by UNICEF.
https://data.unicef.org/resources/international-classification-of-violence-against-children/

12 WHO, Violence against children (2022), https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/violence-against-
children.
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While recognising ongoing efforts to advance child protection, and recalling the Rule of Law and international
human rights laws,*® particularly the Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989),2* LAWASIA urges this Council
to:

(i) Ensure stringent compliance by States with international obligations and Sustainable Development
Goals; ¥
(ii) Address technology-facilitated violence against children through research and dedicated child-

sensitive complaint mechanisms;

(iii) Consider meaningful child participation, in a safe environment, in decisions affecting their rights.

13 Others, for noting, include (but not limited to) Geneva Conventions (1949), Worst Forms of Child Labour
Convention, No. 182 (1999), Minimum Age Convention No0.138 (1973), Budapest Convention on Cybercrime
(2001).

14 Convention on the Rights of the Child, https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-
mechanisms/instruments/convention-rights-child

15 Sustainable Development Goal 16.2. aims to end abuse, exploitation, trafficking and all forms of violence
against and torture of children. https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/peace-justice/
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