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The Bad Brother Problem

Myanmar Impact on ASEAN Scale

• Drugs (heroine, opium, 
methamphetamines)

• Human trafficking
• Illegal gemstones
• Illegal timber
• Illegal wildlife
• Illegal weapons
• Buddhist nationalism

• Transnational crime
 Drugs
 Prostitution
 Violent crime
 Petty crime
 Mafia

• Money laundering
• Transnational terrorism

• Before 2021: manageable
• Proxy war (Russia, PRC, etc.): ???
• Civil war: ???

Internal matter = family problem = it was never internal

Note:
Myanmar = Tatmadaw : Tatmadaw revenues come from both black money + white money…links between them?

• UNFFM: https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/MyanmarFFM/Pages/EconomicInterestsMyanmarMilitary.aspx
• Justice for Myanmar: https://www.justiceformyanmar.org/stories/myanmar-military-controlled-businesses-associates-that-require-targeted-sanctions
• New York Times: https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/01/world/asia/myanmar-coup-military-surveillance.html?smid=url-share
• Human Rights Watch: https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/02/18/myanmar-sanctions-and-human-rights#_What_sanctions_are
• Environmental Investigation Agency: https://eia-international.org/forests/myanmars-tainted-timber-and-the-military-coup/
• Singapore Central Bank: https://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-politics-singapore-cenbank-idUSKBN2AW0DP
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The ASEAN Family

Myanmar Impact on ASEAN Rule-of-law Non-interference

• Drugs (heroine, opium, 
methamphetamines)

• Human trafficking
• Illegal gemstones
• Illegal timber
• Illegal wildlife
• Illegal weapons
• Buddhist nationalism

• Transnational crime
 Drugs
 Prostitution
 Violence
 Local crime
 Mafia

• Money laundering
• Transnational terrorism

• Stability, harmony, protect 
society
 No drugs
 No prostitution
 No violence
 No crime
 No Mafia

• Maintain international investor 
confidence

• Stop terrorism

• Do not physically invade 
another state

• Do not provide peacekeeping in 
another state

• Each state acts only within its 
own jurisdiction

• The family acts in consensus

Family Rules = we don’t like foreigners

There’s nothing to see, we’ll take care of our brother…

 So what if the brother is a drug-addicted bipolar schizophrenic with an anger management problem and is also a member of an apocalyptic religious cult?
 So what if the brother’s “friends” show up to stay in your neighborhood?
 So what if the brother scares away your customers?
 So what if the brother starts to influence your kids?
 So what if your brother isn’t telling you the truth?

Do you let your brother do what he wants, even if it means the downfall of the family?



Protect the Family

Impact on ASEAN Rule-of-law Non-interference

• Transnational crime
 Drugs
 Prostitution
 Violence
 Local crime
 Mafia

• Money laundering
• Transnational terrorism

• Stability, harmony, protect society
 No drugs
 No prostitution
 No violence
 No crime
 No Mafia

• Maintain international investor confidence
• Stop terrorism

• Do not physically invade another state
• Do not provide peacekeeping in another 

state
• Each state acts only within its own 

jurisdiction
• The family acts in consensus

Family Action: do it the family way
• We say this:

• So we don’t do anything outside our jurisdiction, but within our jurisdiction we insist on rule-of-law

Who
(known)

Domestic businesses:
• Tatmadaw business branch offices
• Domestic partners

What
(desired)

Domestic interests:
• Stability, harmony, society: check for links to criminal activity & criminal agents
• Investor confidence: check for links to money laundering, global accounting standards, embezzlement, graft, etc.
• Anti-terrorism: check for links to terrorist activity

How
(existing)

Domestic laws:
• Due diligence business review – legal registration, tax audits, bank transactions, etc.
• Preserve evidence – suspend transactions, bank accounts, corporate assets, financial statements, etc.



We Can Choose Our Friends, But We Can’t Choose Our Relatives
Beware of your brother: watch your back



ASEAN Family Matters
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